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(Travelling Light with the CL)

haeey 0 st sonw thee LERCA CL i the Late

1970 | eonsidercd it o be a mos
unattrackive little carmera and unlike my MY it
clied ol hawe the ook, fecd, or chansma of a true
LEMCA, - Toa certain extent | still have the sama:
feelings about its appearance, bt in every other
FESPCt B SUils my purpose almost to perfection,
It is a greaty underestimated camera, has a
meter, which is superd, and a range finder quite
good enough for use up tomy maximum need of
Bomm.  The S lens 1l excellent in
definition and for me this focal leagih has
become ideal on @ sandad bens, The
viewdinder is very good although | maust admit 1o
Lavesuring that on the CLE,

I have four LEICA CL, one ordinary model and
thrise Anniversary models. Al but one, have
been bought second-hand over the wears,
Crwming motels which bear the 'S0 JAHRE logo
makes them more 'LEICA" and sets them apart
i th: basic camera, making them a little more
unicpee and salsfying o own ad vse, This logo
i abo a constant and welcome reminder of
1925, Oskar Barnack and the bong and great
Leitz history that is unlikely ever to be equalied.

Al e CLs Banve baren used al some period over
the past 20 vears but 10 a varying dogree.  The
ordlinary model has scen the heaviest, although
careful, use at home and each year on towring
hofidays in Evrope and on some occasions in (e
Far East travelling on foot, by car, boat or plane
over many miles is a good test of any camera i
comstantly in use at varving temperatures and
different climates. Diespite this use | woubd stll
classify the condition as close to Ex, ++, The
Anniversary models, one of which has seen
limited use, range from Mint 1o Exc. only
However, that is the condition in which they
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The “Travedling Light ™ outfit.

wiere bought and which has been maintained
Following these years of good faithful service anc
although almost sill in its prime my ordinary C1
is about 1o take well camed retirement and a
happens so often in life these days, it will be
replaced by a musch more atiractive Anniversary
muoded for future everyday use,

Whien in use the camera is alaays well protoected
i a crse bt not e pouch for | much prefer 2
proper ERC, The case, made for the old
Obyrnpus Tripy, carefully modificd 1o take the CL
is usirch, e, itcan be done and | have wom oul
one and am now using the secomnd, It gives
Mmaost perfect protection althowgh 1 admit that
e the camera its books leave something to be
dlesined,

el not suggest that the cameras have been
trouble free. Mo have necessitited some
repair over the years although e majoe
prablem has been replacement of the white
plastic take up spool which appears 1o be a
wrakiss i Lhis modlel. O aonce in a lifetime
excursion a spare body would be taken but |
woultd take this precaution whatever my main
camera. Having said this, none of the cameras
hanve: let mu down when baing used in the fiedd,
Oither than for family photograply, and for some
coprying use, my main intenest has ahways boen
traved photegraphy and with advancing years my

1
autfit needs to lse very compact but abose 2l as
lightwisight as possibile, Chaby by this means cand
continue o enjoy photography, 1 can, if
necessary, walk around all day with the CL
fittesel svatly e Sumrmicnom around my neck
andd this 1 could not do with an B model or oven
an A This covers some 93% of my
photographic needs but with a 90mm 2.6 Tele
Ebrraritin my ponc ket it i choser to TOD%.
Howeves, if possibde, | do prefer to corry a small
el Tairly comprehensioe ot in a small holdall,
In addition to the CL, 40 and 90 lopses on
occasions it ako carries a 35mm 1.4 Summilux
wliere (Fee oxira stop & weful Tor slenons or the
28mm L8 Rokkor fadbch SsAIMOLTA made for
the CLE). This lens gives excellent results and is
alegst hafl the wasight and size of the 28mm
Elrnarit amd it is, of course, particulathy usedul or gall
basildings in confined arcas, almost a must in the
chder Eurapean fowns that 1love 1o photograph,
A small flash is carried and a very small pocket
tripodh and calde release for night use ako finders
for the 35 of 28 lendes and a spare flm,  All this
can be accommodated in & holdall measuring
approxEmately TOxGxd dinches of course), | have
a choice of three fvourites made Iy LEICA,
TEMBA, and SAMSOMITE. The cases have all beon
wery precisely tailored and customised to fully
utilise the limibed space,  Theme ame other bags
which | have modified for a CL ot - LEICA
ol and new, different sizes of BENSER bags, eic.
Bt that is anolbur stony,...

Iwoadd not consider a change from my faithful
workhorse CL unless LEICA were to introduce a
niewe lightweight interchangeable lons
replacermnent, hopefully with a bright chrome
finish, How about a ‘Panda’ CLT With, of
course, 3 quality shiny brown leather ER.C. |
would buy at least one and put it 1o good and
careiul wie hopefully, bat dowhtiully, for anothes
20years of travelling light! BEEN =
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